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Ginyu Haiku Prize 2020 /W i#EHEAIE 2020

HOMELANDS \%I&W,\\A
Tufo /F =27 4— USA 2019 /K[E 20194

HomEeLANDs

John Martone

John Martone /gy « < —hy

He was born in Mineola NY of US in 1952. Martone’s other collections include That Flowering Now
(Tufo), so long (Ornithopter) Ksana (Red Moon Press), and Storage Case (otoliths). Giovanni Pascoli:
O Little One and Selected Poems, recently appeared from Laertes Press. He has also translated Franco
Arminio's Postcards from the Dead 2007-2017 (otata’ s bookshelf) and edited Frank Samperi's Spiritual
Necessity: Selected Poems (Station Hill Press). Much of his work is accessible online at
https://www.scribd.com/user/19397174/John-Martone. As editor and publisher of tel-let (a print
magazine that ran from 1989 to the early 2000's), he presented work by Cid Corman, Jerome Rothenberg,
Theodore Enslin, Larry Eigner, and Robert Lax, among others. His otata, a monthly e-journal, ran for

four years.
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Awarded for its fresh and keen sensation of the conteporary life.
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third-person singular
he throws up a lean-to of words for shelter

of course it won’t
come together
yourself being broken

his visual cortex
the land of the dead

anything but water’s folly

the other world
fits in a small
cedar box

the shovel turns up
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a treasure of beads
those white larvae

my sister’s dark hair
under sunday’s white veil
snow in the garden

boarding house
my pine full
of starlings

morning’s my transparent bread

buy a suit
for them to
put you in

rigor mortis
this rabbit

still running
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from lowered fingers
lettuce seeds fall
out of touch too

spring
the white blanket
in tatters

wire fence
the light
snags on you

bright day —
old friend
no one

waiting we sit
around the fountain
part of it

such a deep root for my salad

dumbfounded
by a floor’s
tiny stones
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